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MR. CRANE: | amlLarry Crane. | work
for Attorney Ceneral, Mark Pryor. And as
you all are probably aware, the State Board
of Apportionnent is conposed of three
constitutional officers. It is the Attorney
CGeneral, the Governor who is actually
the Chair of the Board, and the Secretary
of State.

And this round of hearings, the Board
of Apportionnent has sent out staff nenbers
across the state. W are going to do, |
thi nk, 13 of these public hearings to find
out what you all would like in the next
round of redistricting.

Now, today, we have with us Tim
Hunphries, who is with the Secretary of
State, Sharon Priest. And Ron Sheffield,
who is housed with them at least at this
point, and Ron is the person who is actually

going to be the coordinator for the Board of
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Apportionment, and he will be manning the
office. There is an office just across from
the State Capitol Building in the AEGON
Bui | di ng where Ron and at | east one other
enpl oyee will be for the duration of the
process. They have just recently noved in
over there and now are setting up the
conput er equi prrent and are in business, as
we speak.

Fromthe CGovernor's office today, we
have Beth Ann Rankin and Christy Rogers, who
will be working on the project, also, in
addition to several other people fromthe
Governor's office.

The State Board of Apportionment will be
wor ki ng wi th numbers fromthe census that
was recently conpleted. |t happens every
ten years, as you all know, and right now,
as we speak, the final nunbers fromthat
census project have not been tabul ated, and
we do not have final nunmbers to talk about.
The best that we have is last year, in 1999,
t he Census Bureau put out some estinated
nunbers, and they are just estinmated nunbers

where they projected forward the 1990 census
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nunbers and took themto 1999.
We have, as one of the handouts that you
all picked up on your way in, those nunbers
avail abl e for you. And they should give you
a rough idea of where your county is, as far
as what percentage growth you m ght be
| ooking at, or in sone counties over here,
what percent |oss in popul ation you m ght be

| ooking at for the conparisons between 1990

and 1999.

Qovi ously, those numbers will not be
exactly what we will be looking at in this
particul ar process, because there will be

sone variations, all over the state between
1999 estimates and real hard 2000 nunbers.
But it should be close enough for sone of

t he people who work with the process at a
county level to get sone idea of where they
are headi ng.

This year, it appears fromall we can
tell, that the size of State Representative
districts will increase to about 25,000
popul ati on, and the size of State Senate
districts will increase to about 72,000.

Now, last tinme, Tim it was 23,000 --
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MR. HUMPHRI ES: 25, 000.

MR. CRANE: -- and 67,000. So, the
popul ations in the various districts will go
up. What that means for parts of this part
of the state, because you do have counties
over here who have literally lost -- it
appears, have |ost population, is that the
size of the districts is going to have to
grow, as opposed to staying the same or even
shrinking, if you all have gai ned
popul ati on.

Jonesboro is growi ng, and we don't know
exactly what the inmpact. Jonesboro and
Pocahontas is growi ng, for sure. And
Blythevill e may be hol ding steady. But we
don't know exactly what the rel ationships
are going to be in those areas to talk in
any detail about those things.

Let me briefly tell you the tine
schedul e that we are |looking at as far as
getting things done. The US Census Bureau
has told us that they will have county
nunbers, on a county-by-county basis, none
of the detail that we will need, and quite

honestly the counties will need, to do the
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redistricting of JPs and such. But they

wi || have countyw de nunbers to the point
that the legislature can redistrict the
Congressional districts early after the
first of the year, hopefully in January, but
probably in February.

So, that should enable the |egislature
to the go ahead and do its job and get the
Congressional districts redrawmn. And there
will be some shuffling going on, because we
have changes in population, with a |ot of
nonent to the north and growmh. The Census
Bureau has also told us that by March 31st,
they will have the detail ed nunbers to the
states. Now, we all know that prom ses
don't necessarily get kept, and
realistically we are | ooking at the m ddle
of April as being the date that we truly
expect things to be in our hands, once we
get the actual details and the nunbers.

And by the way, the basic denographic
district this time -- in 1990 and 1991, the
bui | di ng bl ock was the township |l evel on al
of our districts. This time, the Census is

going to give us precinct |evel information.
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Now, over here, you all -- that may -- there
may not be that much different between

preci ncts and townships. But in nore

popul ous areas of the state, the precinct
level is a much smaller piece to work with,
whi ch should give us a |lot nmore accuracy in
drawi ng lines than has ever been possible
bef ore.

M ddl e of April, we will get the nunbers
in, and it will take probably several weeks
to get the numbers neshed with the conputer
systemthat we will be using. And Tim
Hunphries is going to give you all a
denonstrati on of the new conputer software
that we will be using. And it is really
neat, it is good stuff, we think, and a vast
i mprovenent over what we have ever had to
do the job.

So, about the first of My, we wll
actually be able to start drawing |ines and
putting information into the conputers. By
the end of June or so, we should be making
headway. At that point, in all probability,
the Board of Apportionnent will neet to nake

some prelimnary decisions, to set ground
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rul es and whatever. By the end of July or
m d of August -- md August, hopefully,
there would be a plan in place that the
Board of Apportionnent has at |east |ooked
at to say, "This is a good start."

And we woul d be able to come back
t hrough and have a series of public hearings
that woul d all ow everyone to speak out, to
| ook at the actual proposal and make
conments, whether good or bad, you know,
"This is good thing you have done," or "This
is the dumbest thing we have ever seen.™
But the goal is to have everyone have that
opportunity.

Just one second, let me add one piece to
this. The new conputer systemthat is being
installed will have the capability to have
on the Internet the plans as they get drawn,
as things get solidified, so that anyone in
the State of Arkansas can go to the computer
site that is set up for the Board of
Apportionment, and Timwill go into that,
and | ook at their area and see exactly what
the thinking is, long before we ever cone

back to have a public neeting like this, so
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t hat everyone can know what the problens are
with it, and be ready to walk in and say --
you know, and point to the map and say,
"This doesn't nake sense, because of this or
that."

It is nmy understanding that in 1991, in
the round of hearings that was held then
t he second round of hearings, the Board of
Apportionment actually took the information,
the conments that were made, went back to
Littl e Rock and incorporated a number of the
suggestions that were nade into the fina
pl an that was adopt ed.

Theoretically, we are shooting to have
a plan adopted and ready to go by August,
the end of August of next year. Now, no
speci fic dates have been set, and those are
just talking dates. W do know that we have
to allowtine for whatever plan is adopted
to have 30 days prior to the Novenber date,
which is one year out, and is the date where
| egi slators get real interested about being
inthe right spot. W need to have 30 days
before that to allow any appeals that may be

| odged, any litigation to be filed on the plan
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And as good a job as we do, as fair as

we try to be, we figure that there will be
l[itigation that will happen. There was | ast
time, and there probably will be again. But

it will all fall out. Tim what am|
forgetting on this end of things?

MR. HUMPHRI ES: (No response.)

MR CRANE: What | would like to do
before we turn it open, and the real purpose
of us being here, renenber, is to let you
all make comments on what you want in this
part of the world as far as the way
di stricts should be drawn, the phil osophica
pi eces that should go into the districts,
whet her you shoul d have, for exanple,
mul ti menber districts is an issue that you
all may have sone interest, either for or
against, that is what we are here to hear
But we al so want to show you sone of this
stuff. And right now, let ne turn it over
to Tim Hunphries in the Secretary of State's
office to show you the software that we are
tal ki ng about. Tin®

MR, HUMPHRIES: All right. Before we

get into that, | would Iike to tout our

10
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website a little bit. There is the address,
and it is ww. state. ar.us/arkdistrict, and |
think that slash is going the right way.

MR CRANE: | think it is.

MR HUMPHRI ES: Ckay.

MR SHEFFI ELD: Back sl ash.

MR HUWPHRI ES: Back sl ash.

MR. CRANE: It should be a back sl ash.

MR HUMWPHRIES: It should be a back
slash. Try themboth, if you don't get it.

And we woul d appreciate it if you would | ook

at that. | think there is a lot of good
information. | think there is some stuff
that you will find useful on that website.

And one of the things that is on there is a
page for public conments. Again, to
reiterate what Larry said, we are here to
hear what you all have to say.

But after you leave, in case there is
somet hing that you think about, or if you
are talking to friends, you nmight point out
to themthat this is there. And that is a
web page where there are -- that you can
read the commrents that have al ready been

made, and there is a dozen or so on there

11
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al ready that people have sent us.

MR. CRANE: Let ne break in and coment
that if you go to the overall State of
Arkansas page, website, which you can find
with a search with the State of Arkansas,
there is a link fromthere to this website.
There is a link fromthe Secretary of
State's website to this. There is a link
fromthe Governor's website to this. There
is alink fromthe Attorney General's
website to this. So, it is -- it should be
fairly easy to find the website, even if you
can't get the address off of what we have
just given you.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: And as you can see
there, there is a place to fill in your
nane. | don't think any of these fills are
mandat ory, are they?

MR. SHEFFI ELD:  No.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: You don't have to give
us your nane, but if you are going to make a
conment, it would certainly be hel pful to
have at least the city that you are in and
the county, because it is -- but like | say,

nost fol ks have freely given us that

12
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i nformati on. And we woul d appreciate you
all using this. Al right.

MR, SHEFFI ELD: You might tell themthat
certain words have been bl ocked out, that
you can't call us a bunch of dirty nanes,
because they are going to be all bl ocked
out .

MR. CRANE: W do that, Ron?

MR, HUMPHRI ES: They said all that stuff
in Rogers, so don't worry about that. This
is the software that we are using, it is
aut 0. Bound redistricting software, it runs
on -- in Arkview platform whatever that
nmeans. That is another kind of software
that -- Arkviewis a G S software,
Geographic Information Systens. And
auto. Bound runs on that, and it uses -- it
uses Arkview to hel p us draw t hese
districts.

VWhat you see up there is a map of this
general vicinity at the township level. And
as you will recall, that is the way that we
drew the lines last tinme. Qur basic
bui |l di ng bl ock was the township. Now, we

did, in sonme instances, use precincts, and

13
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we did, in sone instances, as many of you

here well know, we split precincts. And I
can't prom se you that we are not going to
do that this tine.

But | can tell you this, this Board of
Apportionment and this staff is nore aware
of some of the issues facing folks at the
[ ocal level, that would be the County
Clerks, the Boards of Election
Conmi ssi oners, the Election Coordinators.
And we now have a better understandi ng about
what you all go through when we carve up
precincts three different ways, which we did
in some areas. | nmean, we had -- there are
sone areas of the state where we have
Representative lines that cross Senate |ines
that cross judicial subdistricts.

So, we are aware of that and we are
sensitive toit, and if there is anything we
can do, at least we are going to be draw ng
these lines with those kind of things in
mnd this time, and try to do it in a way
that it makes it easier for the folks at the
[ ocal |evel.

You can see this software is very

14
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flexible, just with the click of a nouse |
can go down to the precinct level. And like
| say, that is going to be our basic
buil di ng bl ock. And you can see that sone
of the precinct lines don't exactly coincide
with the townshi p boundaries. Some of them
do. | nean, for the npbst part, rura
township lines are precinct lines. But
obvi ously, when you get into towns and
cities, you have got different precinct
i ssues that come up.

So, that is -- like | say, that is
basi cally what we are going to be doing.
Maybe this will work for you here. And |
wi I | show you and give you an exanple of how
easy it is going to be. And | tell you,
what makes this easy also makes it hard for
us. | think what | amgoing to do is assign
this precinct. Let's say that we
are starting on the process and we see that
district 77 has too nany people and
district 78 has not enough, so | pick out
that precinct to put in there and, bam
there it is.

MR, CRANE: It is done.

15
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MR. HUMPHRIES: And down here, | have
the nunbers -- let ne see if | can get that
back. Now, that is the nunbers, and we can
keep up with how t he nunbers change. On
this, we have got the various racia
br eakdowns, we can al so identify those
precincts. Let's see what precinct that
was. Let's |look at that one.

MR. BRODEL: What percentage of
fluctuation have you -- are you all owed?

MR HUMPHRIES: W are a ten percent
variance. W have got to draw these
districts, that is our main -- that is one
of our main criteria. And it is sort of an
inflexible criteria for us, all of these
districts have to be within ten percent of
each ot her.

MR, BRODEL: That is a pretty good
spr ead.

MR HUWPHRI ES: What we shot for and
what we achi eved back in '91 was, the
bi ggest district was like plus 4.7 percent,
and the smallest district was |ike mnus
four point whatever percent.

MR, BRODEL: Ckay.

16
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MR, HUWMPHRI ES: And so, what you do is,
you take that -- the biggest one and the
smal l est, and throw out the plus and m nus
signs and then you have what ever --

MR. BRODEL: You are talking fromthe
top to the bottom ten percent?

MR, HUMPHRI ES: That is right.

MR, BRODEL: Ckay.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: And you can see that we
have got all of the breakdowns, the tota
popul ati on raci al breakdowns, the age
breakdowns, all that we need to figure out
our business. W are going to have work
stations -- we are shooting, at least, to
have work stations using this software set
up in Mnticello, Little Rock and
Fayetteville. Mnticello has a G S program
at UAM Little Rock, we are going to have a
system set up at the State Data Center,
which is out at UALR

And after our work is done on
legislative redistricting, we will make that
a -- sone work station available in our
reapportionment office, and al so at

Fayetteville at the Center for Advanced

17
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Spaci al Technol ogy, where we are going to
allow fol ks fromthe counties to cone in
and -- the County Land Conmi ssion, for

i nstance, to cone in and maybe hel p t hem
draw sone JP districts. W are going to
of fer Advanced Technol ogy, nake that
avail able to them

But eventually, what our office, the
Secretary of State's office is trying to do
is have a website that is one-stop shopping.
If you want to know what el ectoral district
you live in to elect a State Representative,
a State Senator, a judge, a nenber of your
School Board, a City Council man, whatever,
we are going to have nmaps on the Internet
for that, and they are going to be
addr essabl e naps.

And eventually -- now, our first goal
obviously, is to get this redistricting
done. But eventually, all of that is going
to be available on the computer and, you
know, a person could call our office and
find out that sort of information.

MR. HAWKI NS: Now, you are going to be

setting the work stations up after the Board

18
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finishes their work?

MR. HUMWPHRIES: We believe that UAM and
CAST and the State Data Center will be set
up during the time that we are doing our
work. | think, though, that nost JP
districts aren't drawn until after the Board
of Apportionnent gets through. And I know
sone are, but --

MR. SHEFFI ELD: Tim they need to
identify thensel ves.

MR HUMWPHRIES: Yes. That is -- Jeff,
you need to identify yourself for the Court
Reporter.

MR HAWKINS: Cnh, | am Jeff Hawkins.

But the timng is -- | have been invol ved,
as you know, with districts all the way
down.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Yes, right.

MR, HAWKINS: But the timing, | think
it would be helpful if there is sone
gui dance given to local as far as the timng
goes.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR. HAWKI NS: Because it is a problem

when they apportion or redistrict at the

19
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| ocal level, and then yours comes in and
starts splitting those.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR, HAWKINS: And if they can give sone
gui dance on the timng about fromthe top
down, | think it would be a | ot easier on
themsel ves than to do it afterwards.

MR. HUMPHRIES: That is one of those
issues -- that is one of those issues that
we are real sensitive to this time. And
you know, in '91, the plan wasn't actually
filed until January of '91. JP districts
have to be done by the m ddl e of January, |
think, or it is February?

MR. SHEFFI ELD:  January.

MR HUMWPHRIES: Yeah, in '91. So, that
is one reason that we are shooting to get
this process over as quick as possible. W
are going to do our work as quick as we
possi bly can, and try to get the Board --
you know, try to get a plan adopted late
sumer, early fall, sonething like that, so
that you can time it like that, and when you
go in to draw your JP districts, then you

will know where these lines are, and it wll

20
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hel p with precincting, you know.

MR, HAWKINS: Ch, yes.

MR HUMPHRIES: The fol ks who work in
el ecti ons here know what | amtal ki ng about.
| mean, that is a real tough issue.

M ssi ssi ppi County, for instance, it has
been a very tough issue up there for them
because they have judicial subdistricts,

too. And that does mmke it tough. So, | am
just going to open the floor now to anybody
t hat has got any comments or questions or
anyt hi ng.

MR, HAWKINS: Jeff Hawkins again. Larry
was tal ki ng about nunbers and deadl i nes, and
| would like to know which nunbers you are
goi ng to use.

MR HUVWPHRIES: Well, we don't know
that, vyet.

MR. HAVWKI NS: Maybe you shoul d expl ain
t hat .

MR, HUMPHRI ES: That is a good point.
The census that -- the plan of the
Depart ment of Commrerce, now, the Census
Bureau, is to release two sets of nunbers, a

set of the actual count, they call it, and

21
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then the adjusted set. And it is kind of

i nteresting, when they sent us the letter
asking us what format we wanted to order the
nunbers in, they said, "In what format do
you want the adjusted nunbers?" So, there
is a presunption, | think, by the Census
Bureau that the adjusted nunbers are what is
going to be used by the states to do this

j ob.

And then, as an afterthought, sort of,
they said, "Oh, no, by the way, if you want
actual counts, too, you need to tell us
that." So, they are sending out both sets.
There is sone litigation now involving the
State of Virginia, the State of Virginia and
the State of Arizona that we think wll
clarify the issue for us somewhat as to what
has to be used.

This presidential election could al so
cone into play in. 1In 1990, we got -- we
had a situation where they presidentially
appointed -- the Secretary of Commerce
overrode a decision by the Census Bureau to
rel ease just adjusted nunmbers, and the

Secretary of State and the Secretary of

22
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Conmer ce decreed that, "No, you are not
going to rel ease just adjusted nunbers, as a
matter of fact, you are not going to rel ease
adj usted nunmbers at all." And all they sent
us was the actual count, so that is all we
have had.

MR. CRANE: Right.

MR, ALLI SON: Just real quick, you know,
to explain. | feel that everybody in here
knows -- | am State Representative Jerry
Allison. But | didn't realize until we got
into this that there was actual and
adjusted. Explain the difference between --
actual, we know what actual is.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR, ALLI SON: Expl ai n adj ust ed.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Actual is everybody that
they actually count. Adjusted is -- comes
about because the Census Bureau knows t hat
they don't actually count everybody.
Everybody agrees with that. So, what they
do is, they take a statistical sanple. They
go into certain -- as | understand it, they
go into certain areas and they do a rea

i ntensive count and find out how many peopl e

23
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were mssed. And then, they apply a

mat hemati cal formula, you know, according to
that area that they | ooked at in a
countywi de and a statew de basis, and they
do adjusted nunbers based on that.

So, it is the actual count nmultiplied by
sone factor that the Census Bureau will have
determ ned represents the under-count. And
like | said, there is no question but that
there is an under-count. | think the
guestion comes in with regard to how t hey
arrive at that mathematical fornula that
they come up with.

MR, CRANE: | think that it is also, you
know, useful to understand that neither way
is actually a reality. They don't count
everybody with the actual count, and the
nunbers that they project to cone up with
t he adjusted count are wong. And the only
guestion is, which is nore wong, and what
are the affects as they are doing it?

MR, ALLI SON: Wuld the adjusted --
State Representative Allison again. Wuld
t he adjusted count benefit certain areas

nore than it woul d ot her areas?

24
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MR. HUMPHRI ES: Probably so.
MR. CRANE: Probably.
MR, ALLISON: As in what? Gve nme an

exanpl e.
MR HUWPHRIES: Well, it is hard to know
until they do it. | think | could have been

able to tell you that exactly if they had
rel eased the adjusted nunbers last time, and
we coul d have seen where it shook out. But
you know, | just don't know. Those numnbers
didn't cone out, so it is really inpossible
to tell. | think areas with high poverty
rates, mnority popul ations, those kinds of
things tend not to get counted as accurately
as other areas. But we also know that -- |
mean, there is just a lot of people that get
t heir backs bowed up about the census, and
don't fit --

UNI DENTI FI ED LADY: Right.

MR HUMPHRIES: And don't fit into those
categories. So, you know, it is really hard
to -- there is no way to know until we
actual ly see sonething.

MR, ALLI SON: Thank you.

MR HUMPHRIES: And like | say, that is
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a decision that the Board is going to have
to make. That is a decision that the Board
really hasn't thought rmuch about at this
point, yet. And it is a decision the Board
probably won't nake until sone of this
litigation has gone through the courts, and
we nmight can get sone gui dance without
havi ng to do anyt hi ng.

| mean, obviously, for Arkansas, there
is going to be a pretty good size
under-count. And | say "obviously", | think
that is the standard thinking, is that
under-count is going to be pretty I|arge.
And | woul d think our |egislature, you know,
just our governnent, is going to want to use
t hose adj usted nunbers for purposes of
turn-back, and things |ike that, because

nost other states wll.

But like | say, thereis -- to ne, it is
still up in the air whether we will actually
get adjusted nunmbers. | nean, that is not a
done deal. And a |lot may depend on this

presidential election.
MR. SHEFFI ELD: Tim Congressional is

act ual .
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MR. HUMPHRIES: Go ahead.

MR, SHEFFI ELD: | was just going to say,
Congressional districts use the actua
count. They don't have the choice of using
t he adjusted, so, for our four Congressiona
offices, it is the actual count, whatever it
may be.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Well, they use the
actual count to make the apportionment.

MR. SHEFFI ELD: Right.

MR HUWPHRIES: Just to determ ne how
many Representatives each state has. It is
an open question as to which set of nunbers
you actually use to draw them | nean,
presunmably, you would have to use the same
nunbers to draw them as you did to use the
actual count. | think that is probably what
the courts are going to require, but that
guesti on has not been addressed by the
courts, yet. And, Jeff, do you have
anot her ?

MR HAWKINS: Well, | --

MR, ALLISON: | have one nore.
MR, HAWKINS: | was just going to say
that -- is it conceivable that the State
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Board coul d use one set of numbers and
locally you could use a different set of
nunmber s?

MR. HUMPHRI ES:  Yes.

MR. HAWKI NS: Absent the |egislature
t aki ng sone action?

MR. HUMPHRIES: That is conceivable, it
sure is. | can see that happen.

MR. HAVWKI NS: Thank you.

MR, ALLISON: | have anot her question.
And we are getting off of the count, but
mul ti menber districts, there is pluses and
m nuses about it. You know, | feel Iike
t hat where you have a nultinenber -- we are
in a multinmenber district. Paul Bookout and
| are State Reps for this area. And | feel
like that, you know, that is not too bad
where you have two. But where you have got,
like over at Fort Smith, and you have three
over there, it is very confusing to people.
How many mul ti menber districts are there in
Arkansas? Are there just two or are there
t hree?

MR HUMPHRIES: There are three.

MR ALLI SON: There are three.
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MR. HUMPHRIES: Here in Jonesboro, Hot
Springs, and Fort Smith.

MR, ALLISON: And you know, it is -- you
know, where you have two, it is not that
confusing. Although, when | first ran,
peopl e voted for Bobby Hogue, who was on the
same ticket that | was on, and they | ooked
down there, and they thought, "Well, we are
going to vote for Hogue," and they said, "W
didn't see your nanme on the ballot." So, it
was conf usi ng.

And you know, | was able to wi n anyway,
but the fact was, you know, multi menber
districts are a bit confusing. But | fee
like that, you know, two is not that bad,
but when you get into three, it just -- you
have got a lot of -- you get a |lot of
Cross-over.

VWether it is -- you know, all Denpcrats
voting for, you know, both, you know, "Hey,
we are going to get both our guys in there,"
or all Republicans voting, "W are going to
get all of our guys in there." Like over in
Nort hwest -- | nean, Fayetteville -- excuse

me, Fort Smith, there was two Republicans
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el ected and one Denocrat elected this |ast
tine. And that is a nultinenber district.

But it is just -- it is kind of, when
you are out there canpaigning, and |ike over
there in Fort Smith, when you are out there
canpai gni ng, not for 22,000 or 24,000
peopl e, you are canpaigning in that district
over there for 75,000 people.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: 75, 000.

MR, ALLISON: And it costs you a fortune

to do that. Even here in Crai ghead County,
where we have, you know, a multinmenber
district, I amnot canpaigning for 24,000
peopl e, | am canpaigning for, you know,

48, 000 people. So, it makes a difference on
your canpai gn and how your race is run.

But | notice with larger cities, it

does -- it is a problemwth, you know,
maki ng -- you know, like | say, | talked to
a man the other night, and he said, "I want

you to know sonet hing," he said, "I am proud
of the good work you have done," and he
said, "I want you to know that the | ast
canpaign -- this the last election, | voted

for you and | voted for Bobby Lee Trammell,
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also.”" And we are not even in the sane
district.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: W are.

MR, ALLISON: OCh, we are? Okay.
didn't know that. But that is what | am
sayi ng, you know, that --

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  You got some of ny
bal | ot s, though.

MR, ALLI SON:  You know, and some people
-- you know, it is confusing on multimenber
districts. What are you all's ideas, or
what input have you had on multinmenber
districts?

MR HUMPHRIES: In Fort Smith is the
only multinmenber district town that we have
been to, and there were mni xed opinions on
it, quite frankly. | mean, we got as many
pro as we did con. Some people were in
favor it of it, and sone fol ks were in favor
of continuing it, and some fol ks were
against it. W don't really have any
thinking on it, yet. W are here to hear
fromthe local folks to see what they think
about it.

So, and again, in this forum the
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conment page on the web page, and mail and
t el ephone, we would sure |like you hear what
fol ks have to say about that.

VMR BRODEL: | am Hubert Brodel, and
was a little bit concerned when you said we
woul dn't get the count until April. |
tal ked to the Census Bureau yesterday in
Washi ngton, and they assured ne we were
going to have it the 30th of Decenber.

MR CRANE: That would be the overall
count ywi de number. You won't have the
detail on it.

MR. BRODEL: Well, it is supposed to be
-- they gave nme indication that they would
have a breakdown of the cities and counties,
bot h.

MR. HUMPHRIES: And | hope that is
right.

MR CRANE: W would be --

MR. BRODEL: | amjust telling you what
they told nme yesterday.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR, BRODEL: But you know, when | see
it, I will believe it.

MR. CRANE: W would be very pleased if
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t hat came about.

MR. HUMPHRIES: Now, that woul d be real
unusual for themto do that, but | hope that
is right. W are just not counting on them
The actual date that it is due by lawis
April 1.

MR BRODEL: And there will be no
prelimnary figures out, | understand.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: No, nothing official.

MR. CRANE: No.

MR. BRODEL: That is right.

MR HUWHRIES: | nean, whether it --
t he Decenber 31 nunbers are for
Congressional redistricting purposes, that
is the reason that -- it is the nunbers that
they send to the president to deternine the
nunber of Congressional districts in each
st at e.

MR. BRODEL: That is what they told ne,
that there would be no figures rel eased
until the president approved them

MR, HUMPHRI ES: That is right. Anybody
el se?

MR. BRYANT: | am Larry Bryant from

Forrest City. On these prisons that are in
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different towns, | have read about Pine
Bluff and so forth, the increase in the
popul ation, how will that fit into the
equation on the redistricting?

MR, HUMPHRIES: Well, in '91, prison
popul ati ons were included in the |egislative
districts. And the reason for that was
because we were followi ng case |aw, not in
this jurisdiction, not in Arkansas, but in
other jurisdictions. Wth the expl osion of
the prison population in the '90s, that is
sonmet hing that we are going to | ook at fresh
again. And you know, if anybody has an
opi ni on one way or the other on that,
woul d sure like to hear it. But you know,
we are going to be I ooking at the case | aw
again, there is nothing real firm

In sone instances, you can exclude
certain populations like that. But the
courts had previously -- before the '91
redistricting had previously upheld | eaving
t hose populations in there. So, we are sort
of up in the air about that now, too. That
is sonething that you can foll ow our web

page on. | think as decisions are nmade, we
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wi Il probably be posting that sort of
i nformati on on our web page.

MR. CRANE: One of the things that we do
have on the website that is, | think, very
good is a section that has a discussion of
all of the various court cases that have
cone down and have inpacted this process
over the last -- over the last 30 years,
guess.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: Right, right.

MR CRANE: But there is a whole section
on the aw and there is a whole section on
the process itself, and there is a section
on Arkansas' specific laws pertain to the
process. So, if you will look there, you
can get a lot nore detail on the process
than we can possibly give you today sitting
here trying to answer your questions.

MR BRODEL: | am Hubert Brodel. Let ne
ask a question. Wy would you want to --
why woul d anybody want to -- why would we
want toy with the figures on anything? |If
that is the count, why would we even | ook at
changi ng any counts what soever or taking

t hem out ?
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MR, HUMPHRI ES: Well, the reason they
are considering doing an adjusted count, and
the reason they are going to do the adjusted
count is because they know the, quote,
"actual " count is not accurate.

MR. BRODEL: No, | am not talking about
t hat .

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Ckay.

MR, BRODEL: What | am asking you is, am

| hearing you say, though, that if -- let's
say that "XYZ" County cones down with 70,000
peopl e, are you going to -- is that going to
be the established count that is going to be
used, or are they going to be looking into
it and | ooking around to take some of those
peopl e out or nove them around?

MR. HUMPHRIES: W are going to be
| ooking at the precinct |level, for the nost
part. GCkay? W are not going to nobve any
-- you can't move anybody around, you can --

MR. BRODEL: No, | don't mean -- noving
them out of the count.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR. BRODEL: 1Is it going to be -- are

you going to use the total 70,000 and forget
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about anything el se other than nmoving them
into precincts?

MR. SHEFFI ELD:  No.

MR HUMWPHRIES: Oh, no, sir. W are
going to use all sorts of data, conceivably
right down to the census bl ock

MR BRCODEL: No, | don't mean that.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Ckay.

MR, BRODEL: What | am asking you is, if
t he count comes back and a county has got
70, 000 peopl e?

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR. BRODEL: However you break it down
in that county, is the county going to stil
remain, as far as your reapportionnent,
going to be 70,000 peopl e?

MR. CRANE: The only question is going
to be whether we use the adjusted nunbers or
actual nunbers.

MR. SHEFFI ELD: Adj usted or actual
nunbers.

MR. CRANE: Once that decision is made,
in any particular county, you will have a
numnber .

MR. BRODEL: And that will be standard
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across the state?

MR, CRANE: Yes.

MR, BRODEL: And there won't be --

MR CRANE: And it will be standard
across the state.

MR BRCDEL: And there won't be -- in
ot her words, whether you use gross or
adjusted, that is going to be it?

MR. CRANE: That is right. One decision
applies --

MR. BRODEL: And nobody is going to be
| ooked at and pulled out?

MR. CRANE: One decision applies to
everybody in the State of Arkansas.

MR, BRODEL: Ckay.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Crai ghead County has got
77,000 people in it according to the
adj usted count, or 76,000 peopl e according
to the actual account, and we decided to go
with the adjusted count. There is going to
be 77,000 people, and that is the sane -- it
is going to be the sane for Arkansas County
and Bradl ey County, and right on down the
[ine.

MR, BRODEL: | understand that.
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MR HUWPHRIES: Yes, sir?

MR. DUNCAN: My nane is Elliott Duncan,
Mayor of Bono. And we are on the, | guess,
west ern edge of Craighead County. And what
we have got is -- the Senate district is
over in Paragould, we are in Paragoul d,
whi ch we are okay right now, because we have
got a real good Senator. But it will change
down the road. So, |ike Brooklyn, they are
represented by Jerry Biggs over in
Paragoul d, and it looks like it would be
better if we had a Representative in
Crai ghead County.

MR HUMPHRIES: You are in this little
nort hwest corner of Craighead County, up
her e?

MR. DUNCAN: Right.

MR HUWPHRIES: Well, of course, the
reason for that, it |looks Iike Crai ghead
County is all in one Senate district, except
for that little corner, and the reason for
that has to be that Crai ghead County was too
big to be a Senate district, all in and of
itself last time. It is projected this tine

at 77,000, the average district size is
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going to be around 72,000. So, you can
count on the fact that Craighead is not
going to be kept conplete within the Senate
district this time, either. | nean, there
is going to have to be sone part of it that
goes into another Senate district.

MR. DUNCAN: That is just --

MR. BRODEL: That brings up another
question, then. What if -- | am Hubert
Brodel. Qur turn-back fromthe state, and
the way the tax dollars are spent, is it
going to be on adjusted, or is it going to
be regardl ess of what you -- or what the
reapportionment does, or is it going to be
on the gross?

MR. HUMPHRIES: |f they issue adjusted
nunbers, and | was meki ng that deci sion,
woul d want to do it based on adjusted
nunbers, because everybody else is going to
do that, and that is going to be a higher
count than the actual count. So, | would
think that it would be based on adjusted
nunbers. That is assuming that --

MR, BRODEL: | was wondering about if

depended how much adjustnment was in ny county.
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MR. HUMPHRI ES: Right.

MR. CRANE: | think that every county,
whet her they were for it or against it, they
woul d make it based on that, too.

MR, BRODEL: You do?

MR CRANE: Yes. You know, we run into
that with school districts, and when they
run through the formula, everybody j ust
| ooks at what the printout says on what
happens to their school district, whether
you are for it or against it.

MR, HAWKINS: Jeff Hawkins, again. |
think that issue -- of course, that is a
little bit past the purpose here. But |
tend to disagree about -- you know, there is
wi nners and | osers, because it is all a
matter of ratio, and the pot is only so much
in turn-back funds. So, there are some
states -- some parts of the state is going
to gain by using adjusted nunmbers, others,
if they gain, there is going to be |osers.
So, | think that is sonething that probably
needs to be addressed in the |egislature,
one way or the other

MR, BRODEL: | think so, too.
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MR. HAVKI NS: Because even anong
di stribution of ratios on popul ation for
sales tax within your own county can be
affected. You could take Pine Bluff and
VWiite Hall, for instance, the denographics
are different. An adjustnent would help
Pine Bluff and hurt White Hall. So, it gets
pretty conplicated.

| would like to say that | hope you
stick with using the precinct as the
buil ding blocks. That is going to be a big
change fromthe |last apportionnent, and it
is going to be trenendously hel pful at the
local level, in doing their work at the
[ ocal |evel.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Anybody el se? Anybody
el se have anything to say about the
mul ti menber districts here in Jonesboro?
Again, that is something that we are
particularly interested in.

MR HAWKINS: | amsitting too close to
hi m

MR, ALLI SON: State Representative
Allison. You know, it is a concern, you

know, but when you -- but one thing you have
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got to look at, too, is that when you have
got this many people concentrated in a small
area -- you know, like sone of my friends,
their districts are 105 mles long, and
about, you know, 40 or 60 miles wide. And
where my district is probably, top to
bottom ten mles by ten mles, if it is
even that big, you know, it is hard to the
divide up aten mle by ten nmle area, |
mean, really, when you get into this area
and a city this size.

But | just -- it is a concern, you know,
where you end up having |ike three people
running in a nultinmenber district. And two
is really not that difficult, even though it
does cost quite a bit nore noney to run for
that. But | know that one of ny friends,
Mack McCehee, who is deceased now, was the
State Representative over in Fort Smth,
spent sonething |ike $86,000.00 on a House
of Representatives race, which was, you
know, al nost unheard of. But we have --
even in this district right here, you know,
House races have gone as high as in your

$50, 000. 00 range?
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UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  $60, 000. 00 range.

MR ALLISON: $60,000.00 range. So, it
is a concern, it really is a concern. But
it would be sonmething there that we would
have to figure out a way to be able to
control that. But it is very expensive to
run a House race in the nultimenber
districts.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Anybody el se have
anyt hi ng they want to add?

(No response.)

MR, HUMPHRI ES: What is the best way to
get to Batesville from here?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Onh, you get a map,
and we are going to get you there.

MR HUMPHRI ES: Ckay.

MR. CRANE: Now, one last thing. |Is
t here anybody that didn't get signed up on
the list of attendees? If so, we would
appreciate it if you would come sign in.
And with that, the neeting will be

adj our ned.
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(WHEREUPQN, at 10:41 a.m,

proceedi ngs were concl uded.)

t he
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